The Global Studies
Programme -
co-conducted by
JNU opens doors -
to global

varsities in
Germany and
Argentina
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t’s a postgraduate degree

{MA) in social sciences

which attracts students

from different corners of
the world every year, and is
given jointly by the Albert-
Ludwigs-Universitat,
Germany, Flasco, Argentina
and JNU, India.

Sharing her experiences
with HT Horizons is Hande
Diker from Turkey, an alum-
na of 2008 and the student
representative of Global
Studies Programme (GSP)
now working in the British
Embassy, cultural affairs
department (British Council)
in Turkey as the coordinator
of a project on EU-Turkey
Relations.

When did you complete your mas-
ter’s and what made you earoll for
this programme? .

I finished my MA in May
2008. Before I applied for
GSP I was working in the
civil society sector that
focuses on sustainable devel-
opment and youth
empowerment.

I did my bachelor’s in inter-
national relations and during
the course of study I found
sustainable development to
be a key area in the globalisa-
tion process. I sought to
improve myself on micro-
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Multi-country advantage

level approaches via a post-

graduate study. I did plan to
follow this aim with further

analyses on the positive and
negative effects of globalisa-
tion on sustainable develop-
ment.

I applied for this pro-
gramme because it was
directly related to my back-
ground and future goals. 1
joined GSP to learn more
about the dynamics of global-

- isation, sustainable develop-

ment of the less developed
countries, and the role of civil
society on the development
process.

In terms of curriculum, exposure
and employabifity, how different is
this programme from others?
I think GSP is a unique pro-
gramme because it gives you
the theoretical and practical
perspectives on globalisation
at the same time. Besides,
you have the opportunity to
observe the cultural identi-
ties and the different under-
standings on globalisation
from the South Ameriean,
South East Asian and
European perspectives.

The programme consists of
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four different modutes: glob-
alisation, global governance,
cultural change and the
research methodology. Each
module has different lectures
in each semester in Germany,
Argentina and India. For
instance, under the module of
cultural identity, the semes-
ter in Freiburg, Germany, has
the lecture on ‘modern
European thought’, while in
Argentina the lecture of this
module is called ‘culture and
identity in Latin America’.
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I think studying these four
modules in three different
universities (and countries)
was a fabulous opportunity
and the most unique part of
the GSP. The programme
was beneficial not only for
improving one's intellectual
capacity, but also for special-
ising in development issues
(in my case) with the sup-
portive field studies within
the programme. Besides, the
diversity of students and pro-
fessors at the school, and
during internship have culti-
vated my vision as well.

Telt us something about the stu-
dents in your batch?

In my semester there were
27 students from Australia,
Ecuador, Canada, South
Africa, Bangladesh, Turkey,
[eeland, Germany, Mexico
USA, Bosnia, Argentina,
South Korea, Italy, UK, China
and Guatemala.

There were no students
from India in my semester.
However, we took GSP cours-
es together with other MA
students of JNU while we
were doing our semester in
India.
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Where are students placed?.
After GSP, people work in
NGOs, international aid
organisations, international
development organisations,
governments, private sector,
media or academy.

Some of our alumni are
working in UNHCR, universi-
ties, UNDP, Earth Rights
International, Sewa Bharat
and media houses.

Who can enrofl for this

programme ? s it costly?
Compared to other interna-
tional masters programmes,
the tuition fee for the GSP
programme is less (in India it
is €400 per semester). The
students who apply for GSP
either have a certain degree
of savings, or apply for schol-
arships during the semes-
ters, work or take student
loans. The programme itself
has a limited amount of
scholarship as well. I did
have some savings, besides I
worked in the GSP office and
at a cafe in Freiburg in my
last semester.

The Student Office of the
University of Freiburg
(www.studentenwerk.uni-
freiburg.de/} is also quite
good when it comes to help-
ing students find jobs.
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Jamia gives honorary
degree to Dalai Lama

TIMES NEWE METWORK

New Delhi: For Tibetan
spiritual leader Dalai La-
ma, receiving a honorary
doctorate degres from Ja-
miaMillia Islammia, “a uni-
versity with a Muslim fla-
vour”, was special.

“This degree from a
university with Muslim
flavour 1s special as T am
committed to religious
harmony. Since  Septem-
ber 11, I have been defend-
ing Islam. For a few mis-
ouided people we should
not blame areligion. Islam
iz one of the important re-
ligions in the planet, and
hope for millions of peo-
ple.” said the Dalai Lama
on Tuesday:

The Degres of Doctorof
Letters (Honoris Causa)
was conferred on the 14th
Dalai Lama by vicechan-
cellor Majeeb Jung at Ja-
mia’s annual convocation.,
Tmion HRD, science and
technology and communi-
cation and IT minister Ka-
pilSibal was present.

In a short message, Da-
lai Lama urged the stu-
dents to strive towards a
peaceful world, He started
his speech by requesting
those presentnot to misun-
derstand him for use of
wrong words becauss “my
Enghsh 15 not so good™.
“We should not generalize
Muslimsfor a few mischie-
vous followers of Islam.
There aremischisvousele-
ments in all religions, in-
cluding Hinduism and
Buddhism. Problems we

are facing in the world to-
day are our own creation.
Tocreateaharmoniousso-
ciety we need young peo-
plewith vision and forthat
education and moral eth-

ics should go hand in
hand,”=aid DalaiLama.

Paving tribute to the
spiritual leader, Jung de-
viated from the comven-
tional  vice-chancellor’s
address and urged those
present “to soak in the
presence of His Holiness
and the values he shares
withourancient land ™.

Lauding India’s plural-
i=m, Jung =aid: “The Ja-
miaenvisioned by its foun-
ders, was a pioneering
teaching institution that
wiould malke Muslims full
partners in the great pro-
ject that is Indian plural-
i=m. This pluralism is
sometimes simplified into
Hindu-Muslim amity But
thiz is to diminish the
grandeur of the pluralist
ideal.”

Atotal of 2,529 degrees
and diplomas were awar-
ed to students from vari-
ous faculties and depart-
mentsof the university for
successful completion of

N

their posteraduate, under-
graduate and diploma pro-
grammes in the academic
session 200808, The uni-
versity also gave 147 gold
medals to toppers indiffer
ent courses and awarded
127 PhD degrees to re-
searchscholars,

Sibal said: “Omn the edu-
cation front, I forsee that
the number of illiterate
people will go down by
more than 150 million in
absolute numbers. Univer-
salization of primary edu-
cation will be a reality Ev-
ery child will receive
school  education.  The
stock of graduates in the
country will double to
around 100 million. There
will be around 1,000 uni-
versities of all types with
nearly 50.000 colleges. Ten
of our institutions/ uni-
versities  will  feature
among the top 100 in the
world by 2020,

nireporteniitimesgno up oom
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Test to tell crime suspect’s
age from blood drop

Acrime-busting test that can reveal the age
of asuspect from adrop of blood has been
devised by scientists. Detectives using the
test cannarrow someone’s age to within
nine years using tell-tale markers intheir |
DNA. The profiling technique could shed
light onunsolved 'cold cases' datingback to
decades, according to the journal Current
Biology. The breakthrough brings closer the
day when forensic investigators can piece
togetheridentikit pictures of suspects -
including their build and colour of the eyes,
hair and skin, from a tiny speck ofblood,
skinorsalivaleft at a crime scene.

Sound to speed up wound healing:
Anuttrasound device that fires sound waves
into chronic wounds like leg ulcers can
accelerate healing. Research shows
treating wounds with high-intensity
ultrasound, which helps to ctean the wound
of debris, can significantly improve therate
at which they heal, A study at the Mayo
Clinicinthe US found that more wounds
healed withultrasound than with
conventional therapy alone.

Roman pool uncovered in Israel:
While excavating the site for a planned new
ritual bath for Jews in Jerusalem, israeli
archaeologists uncovered a pool belonging
tothe Roman legion that sacked the city
nearly 2,000 years ago. The discovery
announced sheds arare light onthe city the
Romans built. Ofer Sion, the director of the
excavation of Jerusalem's Old City, said the
site proves that the city was larger than
previcusly thought.
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imple cancer

London: Scientists have de-
veloped a new and cheaper
test that can accurately de-
tect cervical cancer, a break-
through which they say
could save thousands of
women whodieof thedisease
everyyear.

The test, known as the Co-
bas test, delivers overnight
results and is highly accu-
rate than the smear test
which is currently used to
spot early signs of the dis-
ease, according to the re-
searchers. The test that will
costonly £15atimeand could
be available in hospitals
within 12 months, said the
scientists following sticcess-
ful trials on thousands of
women in Britain and the US.

Another benefit of the
new test, they said, is that pa-
“tients may need to be
screened only every five
years, rather than every
three years as required for
the smear test, the Daily Mail
reported. It's said that the
smear test misses up to a
‘third of all cervical cancer
cases — but the new method
picks upalmost all of them.

Cervical cancer is the sec-
- ond most common form of
cancer among young women
and there are just under 3,000
new cases a year. But it isoften
diagnosed late so survival

‘test that can
shield women

-The cervical cancer
test, costing just £15,
delivers overnight
results and is highly
accurate than the
smear test whichis |
currently used to spot |.
early signs of the

disease, say experts 1

rates are far lower than other
cancers.The smeart&stchecks
for abnormal cells, but this lates
est test, developed by druptd
company Roche, is able to -'%
tect the Human Papilloma Vi
rus (HPOV), which triggers?
theabnormalcellgrowth.

As a result, researcha;?g

c

said it picks up cancersmuch !
earlierandisalsofarmorere- |
liable. And women would be |
able to find out their results !
the very next day, while the _

. smearcantakeaslongas ﬁve

weeks tobe analysed.
Earlytrlalsbantlshand

US researchers on 47,000 ]

women over the age of 30

- found that it plcked up HPV

in atleast one in ten patlents
who had been given the all-
clear following a smear test’,’ i
The Cobas test is similartoa’
smear test in that it analyses
asmall sample of cells taken:*
froma woman'scervix. m '
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HK universities for
India partnership

New Delhk A cluster of
government-funded universities from
Hong Kong (HK) Tuesday said it is

~ looking for greater education
collaboration with India.

The University of Hong Kong (HKU),
has also opened a liaison office in New
Delhl.
~ Raymond H.C Wong, permanent
secretary of education, Hong Kong, said
they are looking for research
collaboration, faculty and student
exchange programmes with Indian
Institutes of Technologies (I{Ts) and
other leading educational institutions in
India. The delegation has met human
resource development minister Kapil
Sibal, *India and China are two important
countries and will be leaders in the world
by 2050. HKU India liaison office wil!
bring the best of Hong Kong, mainland
China and India in the field of
education,”John Spinks, director
undergraduate admission at HKL), said.
PRASHANTK.NANDA @
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New technology to
produce fuel

'NEW DELHI: The Indian -
Institute of Petroleum,
Dehra Dun, presented a
technology to produce

~ petrol, diesel and liquid
petroleum gas from poly-

. bags and plastics at the
“CSIR Technofest- 2010”
at Pragati Maidan here on
Tuesday. |
“We use plastics made
from polythene and
polypropylene from the

- municipal and industrial
waste and recycle it to
produce gasoline, diesel,
liquid petroleum gas, and
petroleum products like

~ benzene, toluene, and
xylene,” said Mahendra
Pal, scientist of the .
Institute.



